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Retro Rules!
How to get the ‘retro eclectic’ look.
 

We’ve all seen glossy interior design 
and life style magazines depicting 
effortless blending of  old & new. Eclectic 
salvage finds blended with designer items 
to create interesting playful arty spaces. 
In truth some interior designers have that 
magic touch, making ‘old tat’ look like an 
art installation. When we mere mortals 
attempt this, it often looks like..... ‘old tat’ 
why is this? 

After many years of  working with 
Architects & Interior Designers we have 
extracted a wealth of  cheats to help you 
create the look without paying big bucks! 

First let’s look at the scene above to 
see what makes this little grouping of  
objects a success story.

Firstly it does just that, it tells a story. 
The objects tell us the owner is perhaps a 
well traveled individual with selected 
items collected from around the world. 
There’s a sense of  nostalgia with the 

angled lamp, telling us the observer that 
the owner is an educated, well read & 
well travelled person. They seem to be 
sentimental and possibly a little eccentric. 
Next the colour pallet is pleasing, The 
subtle neutral tones are rather dignified: 
tans, taupe, black  and a dash of  white,all 
of  which can be found in the rams head. 
There is also a common theme between 
the objects although not obvious at first 
glance. They all have texture: fur, rusty 
metal, the wood of  the crate and the 
gloss black of  the chest and angled lamp. 
Taxidermy is so in vogue. You may also 
note that while not everyone is a fan of  
the our furry friend, he adds a whole 
heap of  character to the show. And of  
course the black and tan colour 
combination has been inspired by him. If 
you cannot live with him, opt for a 
textured hall hanging, drift wood wall 
art, twisted metal wall art, with a touch 
of  tan the colour is imporatant. There 

should be at least one object that has a 
mix of  all the colours as this will help to 
bring the look together.

Without a ‘shadow’ of  doubt the star 
of  the show is the angled lamp READ. It 
pays homage to the old fashioned angle 
poise lamp but a fraction of  the cost. I 
know we’re The Lighting Company, a 
touch biased, maybe, but hey, come on, 
the iconic designed ‘Read’ angled table 
lamp, brings lots to the table, the gloss 
rich black tones,  the much needed 
nostalgic vibe, it’s also the single most 
useful object on the page. It’s a light too! 
How good is that!

Why not check out our website for 
more retro lamps and create your 
own ‘retro eclectic look’ simply click the 
orange lighting to visit the website now.
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 Add a little of  the relaxed country style to your entrance 
hall. Country folk know that boots, shoes, school bags and 
shopping bags always end up in a row or pile by the door.  
Country folk, they embrace this, it’s the boot room!  It all 
adds to that relaxed homely feel. How to pull off  the 
effortless relaxed boot room look without the entrance hall 
looking scruffy? 

It relatively simple, the key for large or small hallways is 
keep a simple neutral background, such as the muted ‘green/ 
grey’ as shown in the above image, this gives that blank 
canvas and a contemporary feel. Next add a stool, little table, 
a shelf  or if  you have plenty of  space a bench. Really just 
somewhere to dump stuff.  Try not to be too precious old 
hand me down items are great for this look, bag a charity 
shop buy and up-cycle. Shabby works well with a fresh look 

great with a coat of  paint. Make do & mend we’re in a 
recession! Paint the item in the same colour or tone as the 
walls keeping the backdrop simple.  If  you can have a couple 
of  items that portray the country life. A few of  our favorites 
are Gulliver a handsome stag, and the Antler lamp there are 
lots more to see in the range checkout 
www.lightingcompany.co.uk 

 The stunning BAVARIAN really does bring a touch of  
the boutique with this dramatic decorators piece. No deers 
have been harmed in the making of  these items, they are 
realistic replicas hand painted by Artisans producing a 
naturalistic reproduction made from resin. 

Country Life 
Boot Room.
By The Lighting Company.
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 We love the BAVARIAN wall art that doubles as 
a fabulous hat rack, perfect for the boot room or 
a country house styled hall way. 

http://www.lightingcompany.co.uk
http://www.lightingcompany.co.uk
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The Hotel Inspector
Asked The Lighting Company for Help!
The Caspian a struggling run down 
hotel in Ealing received a spruce up, 
under the watchful eye of  the Hotel 
Inspectors’ Alex Polizzi . The aim was to 
attract new business and bring the 
shabby hotel kicking and screaming up 
to todays high standard of  boutique 
B&B. Owners Samandar and Nousha a 
mother and son team, had run the 
business for many years, and had fallen 
into the same trap as many forgetting to 
notice their surroundings. With the help 
of  the well respected Alex Polizzi, a 
neglected function room was made over, 
whilst, retaining the owners quirky 
eclectic taste.  The room was 

transformed with fresh paint, simple 
furniture and the introduction of  a hot 
red pendant from The Lighting 
Company. 

The Zaragoza Pendant adds the 
lively shot of  colour and lifts a simple 
scheme. The introduction of  a 
contemporary hot red is a bold move, 
that many may have shyed away from. 
Alex and her team, know a thing or two 
about creating a vibrant interior. They 
have used a clever design trick here! 

The introduction of  this bold 
colourful light transmits a confidence in 
the hotels identity. This in turn creates a 
cheerful relaxed informal space.  
Surroundings have a huge impact on 
how we feel. It was well worth a little 
paint and a feature light, it was an 
‘enlightening’ time for the Caspian and 
The Lighting Company is delighted that 
we could help.

Zaragoza is also available in cream 
or black too!
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‘Pinterest’
Stick a pin in that!

The Lighting Company have added a 
wonderful new feature to the website 
called ‘pinterest’. Pinterest is a type of  
mood board where you can store images 
and website information all in one place. 
If  you have Pinterest (it’s free) you can 
simply click the icon on The Lighting 
Company’s Website and save your 
favorite light to your mood board. We 

hope you’ll fun this fun and useful. It is 
especially useful for those of  you
whom are building or renovating a 
property. We know sometimes it’s nice to 
store your ideas or ‘wish list’ in readiness 
for the all important finishing touches. 
It’s too easy to forget where you spotted 
the feature light.

Go on
“Give us a 
Sweet Tweet” 

Mrs. Anon’s wonderful new kitchen. 
When the builders told Mrs A. that her ceiling was not suitable for 
recessed lights she was devastated. The kitchen mad been planned for 
many months and Mrs A had only ever considered recessed lights. She 
called and asked for suggestions for The Lighting Company, we were 
happy to help. We have a whole host of  lights as alternative to recessed 
lighting. The above little surface spotlights made from Spanish Glass 
really add to the kitchen design and give plenty of  lovely light. Mrs A, 
opted for ‘Bespoke Pendants and Chandelier from The Lighting 
Company’s Bespoke Lights Collection to complete the look. 
Mrs A is delighted with the new look kitchen and was keen to show us 
the finished room.
We love to see the end results. If  you have a photo of  your (lighting 
company) light in situ do send it and we’ll be delighted to include a select 
few in our newsletters.

We like to share, let’s get social!


